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W al iting

- Adm. Stansifield Turner dxrector
of the Central Intelligence Agency,

about a mor=e-asestated he would
not hesitate to I"PCI'UithUI‘“ahbte as
agenis if he felt. xt was m the na-
tional interest.: = o >

~

Turner, ata vauhermv of thp na-
tion’s newspaper, echtors* in-Wash-
ington, went SO. far-as-to. describe

the editors as “'paive? if they be-
lieved foreign governments would
lcok upon our reporters as.abaove
reproach. He suggested journalists
should consider it an. honor to be
asked to serve their country. '
Qur - cloak-and-dagger- director '
ohviously has no grasp of the role
of the press. It is because the press
is under the influence of govern-
ment in so-many parts'of the world
thatour ownjoumahsts are susnect
when they go abroad. ™.~
Qur reporters abroad don’t need
Turner saying some of them may
. be on the CIA payroll. The credibil-

( it¥ of the press is at stake, here and|
abroad, -and Turner’s:statement
could put reporters’ lives in danger.

Fiven more, what doesn’t sit-well
here is-that our-president, who
should have a firmer grasp of his-
tory: and.the Constitution whichj
precludes: a crovemrnent pres:,
agreed-with Turner.

. Georoe Bush, now: challencrmd
Ronald—Reacan for the GOP presi-
dential: nomination, was-the CIA
chief'in 1978. He announced the
‘agency would no: longer enter into
paid relationships with accredited
members of the press. We preaume
Bush hasn’t changed his opinion.=;

We hope Reagan and.Sen. Ken-
nedy. would-find a ClA-influenced
press asrepulsive asit sounds.. .

‘The leaders of the American So-
ciety of Newspaper-Editors asked
Carter:to. reconsider- his. stand.’
They asked for a meeting; if neces-
sary, to express their:concern and
to. discuss - the~ ramlﬁcatlona of
Turner’s policies.=.

The White house acknowledffed

. receipt of the letter by the presi-
dent, but there was no response. .
N Mr. Presxdent w are stxll walt-

/

Approved For Release 2007/06/15 CIA-RDP99-00498R000100200020-0 __—_




